1 Corinthians 16v1-24 – Growth Group Questions for Study & Discussion
Throughout the letter, we have seen the Corinthians at odds with their leadership and with one another.  To conclude this letter, Paul calls on the Corinthians to honor their leaders, hold fast to what they’ve been taught, and genuinely care for other Christians.
1. Read v.1-4.  What is Paul asking the Corinthians to do?  Who is it for?  To understand Paul’s instructions here within the larger context of his ministry, see the following:

· Acts 11:27-30 – famine relief for Jerusalem

· Galatians 2:10 – Paul’s eagerness to remember the poor
· 1 Corinthians 9:8-12 – relationship between spiritual blessings/material reward

· Romans 15:25-31 – relationship between Jerusalem church and Gentile churches

· 2 Corinthians 8-9 – reasons why the Corinthians should follow through with their financial support of the Jerusalem Christians
· Acts 24:17-21 – what happens to Paul upon delivery of the money in Jerusalem

2. Read v.5-12.  Who is coming to Corinth and when?  What additional instructions does Paul give and why?

3. What final instructions does Paul give the Corinthians in v.13-18?  How do these instructions relate to some of the problems in the Corinthian church we’ve seen in the rest of the letter?
4. Read the final greetings in v.19-24.  Note that Paul is writing the letter from Ephesus in Asia Minor and that Paul met Prisca and Aquila first in Corinth (Acts 18v1-4).  Why do you think Paul ends the letter the way he does in v.22-24?
Application

1. How does this section help us understand how we should treat our leaders in the church?  How we treat one another?

2. Think back on your study of this letter.  What impacted you the most?  What surprised you?  What part(s) challenged you most to grow in Christ likeness?
